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Kodama Summer Festival is a grand festival of
Yasaka Shrine held on the Sunday just before
each Marine Day (third Monday of July.) The
Kenka Mikoshi (fighting portable shrine,)
starting from the evening, is synonymous
with the festival, in which nine portable shrines parade through the town
in a lively manner. It is quite powerful to see a few portable shrines cross
their poles and bump into each other with a yell. You do not want to
miss seeing the wild collision of portable shrines.
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Honjo Festival, a grand festival of Kanasana Shrine, is well-known as a festival
for the local deity of Honjo, and is held every 2nd and 3rd of November. Floats
are decorated with beautiful sculptures finished with gold-leaf and lacquer
as well as thick curtains with magnificent patterns, and they parade along
the Nakasendo road with the festival music. The scene that floats of towns
getting together at HANIPON plaza is spectacular. The Tatakiai of towns, in
which musical players on the floats vie in playing the festival music when a
float meets another float on the street, is another feature of the festival.
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