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ocated at the r orthwéterp area of Saitamé j hjo City has"':_been developing as a neighboring cit
of the Tokyo metropolitafifared: within 80 km of Tokyo. \We.namedk peoplerwith smiles who live | :
this city “HonjorSumairtiBito(HonjoSmile People).” All the, citizens play.leading roles. Looking into the'® R

+ reasons of the‘_Eitizensig’smile.s__ revealsithe presentandihe future  Citye The livability of Honjo™

City extends far beyondthe smile H_g)njo ,umairu! BitQ
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Th f th town is Honjo Wased g@@g%%@%i 137
e name of the new town is Honjo Waseda no 3 ; ® % g v Ll et
Mori. With Honjo Waseda Station on the Joetsu 5 B O 8 x < 1 I il hreetyears havgpassed since we moved £0 this_tow
Shinkansen (Bullet Train) at the center of the new ﬁT\ T it f; g % H Hy E\\ e houses were sparsely dar p_nlyé_féfw_"s_‘__ 1
town, the town development has been proceeding g, 2 (E’E %:; ?_ o % 15 | 1 :
with the aim of creating a beloved environmentally ° 5 77 (55 H S éi 6—
friendly city with rich greenery, which offers relaxation =B 2 >0 < R
as well as liveliness. Another feature is the promotion e T OO \) T o
of universal design in town development, in which S E W i\ % & i
disabled people, children, and elderly people can live t’\ FE‘\ % i ‘E’j ) @
safely and securely. Honjo Waseda no Mori is a town B ° B9 % i 1‘;]-
with both new attractiveness and liveliness, created H B K # H % -
by administrative bodies, private companies, and s B E ® B = —
educational organizations. s BB E % T XK
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HBR i % F L X % | think that the most advantageous point when running a
g _ MR 9 xE T o e . IR
N o lamaic. s e 2 company in Honjo is the convenient transportation network. Since
N BB s K * U & #b L/ Honjo is located within 80 km of Tokyo, it is easy to go there.
T FE (C i Besides, it is appealing to me to be able to choose various means
""" . = (& F © 7"— of transportation including the Shinkansen, Takasaki Line, and
#M81.C % A EY L_l expressway, depending on my objectives and places to go. The
Izess #r o O<) Ci\ AN Y 4 Shinkansen allows me to make one-day business trips, even to
r F T & < Fukuoka. | feel | have a big advantage in saving time owing to the
% < convenient transportation network.
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An enriched transportation network, which %\ 0—) cE YA _ 7‘; P (3% i! (E’? E 7‘§ g [ ‘%—"f - *
makes the most of geographical advantage, 7T H\ Lj ) < ‘\: [ & 2 ;*: = & R 2 &
. . . IANTLEIND S TAHrBXEOEB YN ESOE
is one of the things we can be proud of in S - L ‘E ) C & ﬁ_ 5 0B = L F] ™
Honjo City. The Honjo Kodama Interchange of B < B & ° = < =] N b PO 7 S 5 3 5 T
Kan-Etsu Expressway connecting Tokyo and F > = % |7;:.]_= * ¥ [C T E|E 71 17 1R g R~
the Joshin-Etsu Region is in the center of the fz 7B =S = Hj\ S (2/:\ N UF kS <E = T T R %
city, and the main roads such as National A @ m A E =& 3 W9 3’5 S 9 U

: ED OB TFToFREAEREBEL K& ° 3 B
Route 17, 254, and 462 run in all directions. B b B A X Hh D £ Kk U B OE I OCoE % B0 =]
Having three railway stations, Honjo Waseda SE =2 U0 TCg Y &® a5 E 1‘: = x L
Station on the Joetsu Shinkansen, Honjo THEE4E VAL MWK ; B o R DA (g Ao LC\
Station on the Takasaki Line, and Kodama _ h % 1? NS g D HE\ =B Lz 5 X <
Station on the Hachiko Line, it takes only BEEBEX—H— :g ; fé - ’7r o I)j g Eg g /Q > EIEO % 3
about 50 minutes by Joetsu Shinkansen from RRMAHRALER < = 2% = oz =
Honjo Waseda Station to Tokyo Station. Honjo ZIR & BRI K@ n T FH R E S

City has been developing as an interchanging
hub where people and things gather.
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Based on the principle of “establishing a support

system that helps people to have and raise %_ Eé—l /\\ % {ﬁ;j' g —g: ;{ ; E ‘Jf 5 g 7 i iﬂ_j, Both my husband and | were born
children without anxiety,” Honjo City is working CH ﬁ T g A2 ES = ;_“ [? O B B iEJZ and raised in Honjo. Blessed with
/N « N
to support families that raise children. In addition ;’1 o= 8 1z b ¢ ~=E X BT TT three children, we spend our days
to conducting consultation services on childcare TE 3 F ANB Y Y % EXEER t + in a lively way. All our friends also
) L ) ) = = N D F | = have many children. When my
at medical examinations of infants and child- WwWeE 1T OB F | OEBRR S =)

- o ) - < X & D 7 former classmates gather, our
raising classes, Honjo City also holds child-raising 5 Y S )I/ < children outnumber us. Nursery
classes at health centers, children’s centers, and A Y B " V- a school fees are exempted from

/)N

child-raising support centers for households with | A D :E) JI"L—\ the third child, and medical
children of preschool age as well as pregnant [N ll: g ?5% Z_'E E‘% expenses for children are free.
women. Furthermore, the city provides community- prest 2 7 ;&t ES Thqse facts help us a lot. As
based childcare support. It includes opening a g x 3z L various events to which we can

S ) L ) - T = A % T go with children are held, we
mobile site of child-raising support and designating = e = 9 ) ; )

i . Cooe T &6 ~ 79 35 feel Honjo has a family-friendly

shops at various places as‘ baby stations Wh‘ICh 55 F 3_ environment.
parents can use for changing diapers or feeding (A=

small children when they go out.

@ FEN DD ~AEHOREH~ KETENBA @



@\

“FE “FE

E R 5a3°335%% 4288232 ZE S AT E R O A A
B AN o R & YOO 2 R oS Eh W = & Il (@ E @0\ =
CEs2 ° " 3hrnEds 1 ernnieg B TENDA | a0 nallls 7 =HEYE2Q ITELDA
shop plPEEgtaiieisy L: ZE R Pl
S Hh g B oy yae \ - B Bz 5 / -
SREE BpuicEraReigac i o Circioagniesr i c
v L @ S % ; . < c = A (R . > i .
A Hj%ﬁﬁ7°)b£ﬁ)bgﬁ%°ﬁ);% S TELZOETA %\;}zbaﬁﬁgb%asgﬁbf - FTENBOESE
’ s 2 BRollFzoLNIRSH ZH < ~ A FEFRD B4~ EpE SWEUN S GES LD ~ A FEFRDER 4~
277 peEC2EiiiiaciE 28 BELE RS ES ek or i
2 S FE BD g & — 3 = > ¥ Vi = = S > T
BRI HIRE S Moy e R
z 3 S T 72 T \ = 51 2 MERER s S = 2
soc pzEbEfgocsElal 2& Lies Ay e o =
F B O AN fu = — [ ¥ = = = 5 =] & N Iy
cEm> oSrz@ s5x7 &k RBSLf 97 5% 5% Al ST N —u
£rh TOsSBEANIYSE-LH 0C E g " g5 e 2 2SR a DR R N
O wTlEOxTIlIZREARS > ﬁo ‘i%%mw7<07 205 p L %
- N =4
. ~sUIN

/

VA
Ct

'

JaZ73—-X

MRDNPZEEZE RIS
LicO—R, FREEARFHR

SRS
o\ M3 H

B ROt RIS T B N\
BRENBESINTOED, /__
IRILO—R ~—
Y
18U EAUER T X /
Dy Loy § SRR WK EE. —
T SALE H SEE T A
COMLLEAHET. BICTE. kL ASRDREDA PREAPEHREES -
i NN - N ENLEIRUTRET
MIERE. SEXEHI vV DBENEINET, i

~ SESFERZFUEHEWADWET -

ool M C S0 T G N ke )

RETILERERS A
- 247 SN T —
BeE

BK BEBxA

fahEZRE[m EDHEEN. ZD
[FENELDESLICHWESZ
TNETe FEICE ZABZOD
B, FOZZELTAIZEARNTL
EEE

oo A MEINAIINT, T CHPEEC 2

| participate in the middle course of Citizen
University, and take various classes including
literature and art. | am also involved in volunteer
activities, and learn Korean and Spanish.
Therefore my three days off are all booked.
These opportunities for learning seem to enrich
my daily life. | really feel that it is very significant
to have opportunities to encounter many
people as well as to gain new knowledge.

Honjo City focuses on lifelong learning which offers opportunities not only for self-improvement but also for people to people
interaction. One of the efforts is Citizen University, which was established so every citizen can improve themselves, cultivate their
own individuality, and enjoy happy and fulfilling lives. Every year, people of many ages take various types of classes, and deepen their
learning. Also, in some cases, participants of Citizen University continue their learning by doing club activities after finishing the classes
of the Citizen University. Citizen University offers the opportunities for both learning and having encounters with friends.
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B =l o= 5 L = Both of us love exercise, and we look
Under the slogan “one citizen, one sport,” Honjo City is making efforts L X 77 8 B A E o f < f icinating i ;
Y e o ) BB gﬁz orward to participating in the exercise
to encourage people to find time for enjoying sports/recreation in Z ’fﬁ ) E ’I’ program of Citizen University every year. We
their lives. The city is focusing on offering citizens opportunities to k B« = 7+ try to take around 5,000 steps every day but
develop their health voluntarily under the guidance of Mr. Saburo j‘(:') 7: l) A we never push ourselves. From now on, | will
Kawabuchi, Supreme Advisor of Japan Football Association. o ¥ % 5 steadily do what | can because | want to be
This includes promotion of easy walking that anybody can do, a 7= %):f LTJ 5 healthy even in old age and to walk with my
“Suporekqfesuta” event where participants can act'ually experienc?e B 17'% 0 own feet as long as | live. After participating
various kinds of sports and recreation, promotion of sports in g 7 < in the class, | have more friends and enjoy
cooperation with Waseda University, and the “HANIPON challenge” 2 chatting with them, which makes me have
that provides support service to extend healthy life expectancy. o 49 v

more fun.
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WEMELE) Gar.age INote Honjo is a citizens'

organization that is engaged in activities such
SgerUtitization of vacant houses and plar}nmg&

operatmg ive performances on the street unde
the theme of a town vv|th sound-and Voice. |

wiihe future we would |I<e to create places where
Nt people of various generations can |nteract

(Takizawa) Honjo Archi Link was launched by.

students who study- architecture. We want to

BAREET558) ZAHVES Mol L) o= B P> ==l SN
home, school, or workplace where individuals
NPOSEAZRY NT—T OB LI TRFT -1 SLETIE. BE NPOEANEEDERY NT—T A 6— 5 can encounter various kinds of peoplesand
WS I R EBTER/NF IS 2 gl ENDIEREROFH. FESEFEED FETE. #ETOREICIUESSHF. it (o) interact with one-another, in Honjo City.
(2. BTV DN DRERFEIE I Ree BT EEENE S EE HOBAPBEREE(CDOVWTEE
TCICIEO BMMFEEDREE - #E. X ToCTVET, ML ENTED[EEDER]| 2B
LA DRE BN ZTOCVET, FALTLET,
TP T FIEI»E=TEDODLERETES B E
= = \ - < B & 5 E & B
In Honjo City, there are many citizens who work hard L—é %{J )Elf gjé_ H ,l?% A % g ig% Lbj il ﬁgj\ % L:Iif /I? 7?‘ E ZS {E,t 7_{\ LZL % .’ﬁ # 7:33 :7]: g\ %I @ A
to make their town better by themselves. HANIPON WeB sEza5 00 R ) 7 7&\ N %)é & z(n Z 5 x & % z S % (C 7|— s
plaza, a center for interacting civic activities, is used ES % %"ﬁ N E}g = 5 l) B T N 7:- 7:.- = % |':<\|::'| = E ?D X (J_)E = 2 V) & T’: |—| = < L
as a hub base of voluntary activities by citizens. 3; =2 O0rg O L e J=] ﬁ g)) * -5 -5 | — = &R xR A A ES T n f{ w B W IC :l
Various citizens are working hard to enhance the wE OB B o E2) = ? S 1(2\5 (ON0) RN %) Hﬁ% L= Q0 + I L\ 7% ¥ 2 & Ié,; j
value of their communities, engaging in musical (F & 2 ? i‘H_j, CC\ }i% §7§ 1= :}: (ji_ i 7"% 1) 7’2 AN n 7‘:‘ 7o B |
activities, volunteer activities related to child-raising, < 75\ V) T i Fx = /_/g: s % A * ~ £ B A (& 3:) T N
and activities to help disabled people to become T & ¥ (& _ A '% = 3 7= LW 2 7 2 B i\ 4 3 X (& TZE
independent. Also, citizens take initiatives in activities B 6@ E<3 i = ° = (g—, = U\ * ES = (gi A 75: :;6 =+ éﬁ}} 0) SR
ens taxe iniatives in ac = 5 c 35 | =1 Z 8 < = T3
for safe and secure living including activities by % n é 3 D 5 2 E T;: G (_g 5% 0 < i‘\ %z B\ & -
residents' associations to watch over school children = < 7 HL—/—NAFE é Pt Fﬁ\ %{( A i F. %f ES g % % LT/ ¥ % ?
when going to and from school. In cooperation with bE} 0y D\ EBEE2xA(BE-6) C F T\ A ) 5& = 3; £ 77 ¥ ] B
this power of the citizens, Honjo City passes on the © %_ PN KE7—%1)27 }7_: | x F £ 1 @ TSQ\ 5 TE' > 2 & O
attractiveness of the city to future generations. g5 6 B B FRESA (S8%) F rKRFENFTDORZF AN AV (O B V) B P )
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HANIPON is a mascot of Honjo City created based on the quite
rare Haniwa (hollow clay figurine) of a smiling person with a shield
excavated from an ancient burial mound in the city. HANIPON,
who has been busily engaged in PR activities of Honjo City in and
around the city, won second place in the Yuru-Chara Grand Prix
2016, which is a national popularity competition for local mascot
characters. As HANIPON interacts with citizens with a charming
smile, he always makes them smile wherever he goes.
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Thanks to the fertile land of Honjo City, various kinds of vegetables and fruits including eggplants,
onions, lettuce, cucumbers, strawberries, and melons are actively produced. You can taste delicious,
freshly-harvested vegetables easily in Honjo City. Also, cultivation of flowers, focusing on ones in
flowerpots, is popular. Every December, the Civic Hall of the City Office is decorated with a Christmas
display using flowerpots of poinsettias and other plants cultivated in the city.
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In Honjo City, you can enjoy various kinds of J; ?—,ER% (\; z %\ % g ;CJ %

foods including Tsumikko (a local food popular = © W5 zZ 29 < — (&

among men and women of all ages), Dora = AP 25 o 0O F

Q (a local sweet using cucumbers produced
in Honjo), Honjo Ganmo Burger made of
ganmodoki (deep-fried tofu containing bits of
various kinds of vegetables), Yaki Natto Pizza
Rice (@ new local specialty using locally grown
vegetables), and soba using locally produced
buckwheat flour. We also have various events
where you can enjoy local food.
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Kodama Summer Festival is a grand festival of
Yasaka Shrine held on the Sunday just before
each Marine Day (third Monday of July.) The
Kenka Mikoshi (fighting portable shrine,)
starting from the evening, is synonymous
with the festival, in which nine portable shrines parade through the town
in a lively manner. It is quite powerful to see a few portable shrines cross
their poles and bump into each other with a yell. You do not want to
miss seeing the wild collision of portable shrines.
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Honjo Festival, a grand festival of Kanasana Shrine, is well-known as a festival
for the local deity of Honjo, and is held every 2nd and 3rd of November. Floats
are decorated with beautiful sculptures finished with gold-leaf and lacquer
as well as thick curtains with magnificent patterns, and they parade along
the Nakasendo road with the festival music. The scene that floats of towns
getting together at HANIPON plaza is spectacular. The Tatakiai of towns, in
which musical players on the floats vie in playing the festival music when a
float meets another float on the street, is another feature of the festival.
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and dancing dedicated to a deity) and Shishimai (dance and
performance to pray for a year of abundance or to drive out

~ anevil spirit), which express an appreciation for nature, still

remain in Honjo City. These events have been passed down
from person to person from long ago, and have developed
community bonds. These traditional events are part of the
heritage we should pass down to the future.

ZETHELVEHIESELAZU]

_ Levents that have -
been passed down from old times, such as Kagura (music
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Tsunehei Moroi (1862-1941)
Businessperson. While exercising his skills as an entrepreneur, he
also contributed to the development of human resources.
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Kuzo Kimura (1845-1898)
He invented the “ippa ondaniku” method of rearing silkworms, and
contributed to the development of sericulture (raising silkworms).
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Sanshiro Ishikawa (1876-1956)
Social activist. Throughout his life, he continued to call for peace
through anarchism.
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Fuichi Honjo (1798-1846)

Ophthalmologist, physician, and surgeon who gained nation-wide
fame.
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Itsuen Kume (1790-1861)

The leading expert of Haikai (seventeen-syllable verse) who actively
worked in Edo.

{EREFRIR R

167% CHEEN. 21 T/ AUNBZL. IREE. foMOLLMKE R
BROEETFIC. TDE A—AN VT OAREBIIERERER
YU, RABKDRBEBEEZ IO RN ZH SHE LI,

Torajiro Sato (1864-1928)
Businessperson who ran a wide-range of businesses in Australia.
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Hokiichi Hanawa played an active role as Japan’'s leading scholar of the ZETY, FEBHEBICIEEREE— 454
Japanese classics in the Edo Period. He lost his eyesight at the age of ARUFKT=C e ZUT ZDEAS
seven, and went to Edo to start his career as Japan’s leading scholar of EHSTHEDCET. DA BBICE
the Japanese classics at the age of 15. From age 34 to 74, he spent time AR STHSREEEE>TVETD,
completing 666 volumes of National Literature, “Gunsho Ruijd.” Honjo City RO arpttEcEE LT
is proud of Hokiichi Hanawa, the world-class figure who devoted himself to H. CNHSEREEEH AL T TL
the development of the Japanese classics and accomplished big projects x£7,

aiming “for the good of the world and the good of the future.”
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Kyoshinsha Mohan Sanshitsu, with a structure that is suitable for the method of rearing silkworms invented by Kimura Kuzo, was

built in 1894. Kyoshinsha largely contributed to raw silk production through actively conducting silkworm species improvement
and instruction about the rearing of silkworms. Silk-raising farmhouses with windows placed on the tops of the roofs built at the
time when the sericulture industry was prosperous still remain in the city. In addition, Honjo fabrics, which are said to have been =
created by farmers to produce a thick weave as their everyday clothes, have been handed down.
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The Brick Warehouse of the former Honjo Commercial Bank was built in 1896 as a warehouse
for storing cocoons and other items as collateral. This is a precious ancient foundation that once
supported the silk industry and economy of Honjo, and is part of our heritage of modernization as
well. The warehouse was reborn as a new civic facility for exchanging in April 2017. The beauty of
the red brick wall and timbering (king-post truss) still remains. The first floor is space for exchange/
exhibition, and the second floor is a multipurpose hall. The new facility is widely utilized by citizens.
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Hachiman shrine

It is said that in 1051 Minamoto no
Yoshiie stopped by the shrine at the
time of the Oshu Battle and prepared
an altar to pray for victory. After
winning, he again dropped in to appeal

to Iwashimizu Hachimangu Shrine for making a branch shrine for a
deity. The current shrine was rebuilt in the Kyoho period of the Edo
Era.
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Museum of History Folklore

This was built as a Honjo police station in 1883.
It is the first full-scale Western-style architecture
of Honjo in the Corinthian style. Currently, it
is used as a museum of history folklore. In the
museum, Haniwa of a smiling person with a
shield, which was the model of HANIPON, has
been exhibited.
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Kanasana Shrine

In this ancient shrine, which is
regarded as Sochinju (general
guardian) of Nakasendo Honjo
post-station town, and the
main building of Gongen style with vivid color lacquer
particularly catches our eyes. There is a sacred camphor

tree.which is 6 meters across at eye level and 20 meters
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Old tap water storage tank in Kodama town

This elevated tap water storage unit was placed in
1931 in order to supply tap water to 5,000 residents
within the Kodama town at that time. The external
appearance is that of a tower. Inside the facility, a
water tank and a pump are installed on the upper
and lower parts respectively.
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Kijigaoka Castle ruins

Kijigaoka castle was a flatland castle built during
the Sengoku Period (15th century) as residence
of Yamanouchi Uesugi of Kanto Kanrei. Now it
is well-known as a cherry blossom viewing spot
where 300 Yoshino cherries blossom and this
place is called Shiroyama Park. There, the remains
of a large-scale empty moat and earthwork in the
park recall the flavor of that period.
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Maze Dam

This is the oldest agricultural weight type dam
in Eastern Japan. It was designed in 1937 as an
agricultural reservoir 27.5 meters in height and
126 meters in width. Visitors will be attracted by
its elegant view all year round including cherry
blossoms in spring and colored leaves in autumn.
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Terasaka Bridge
This is a stone bridge built in 1889 that spans the old Koyama River. Using modern cut stone,
this unique arching bridge is said to be the oldest stone arch bridge among those on the
active list in Saitama.
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Honjo City Comprehensive Promotion Plan
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Message from the Mayor Shinge Yoshida, the Mayor of Honjo

While being at the crossroads of industry in Northern Kanto with good accessibility, Honjo City is blessed with abundant natural
environment, and the town is seasonally colored by a lot of flowers. Fresh and tasty agricultural products including eggplants, onions,
cucumbers, strawberries, and melons are recognized as one of appealing points of the city. We also take pride in the fact that a spirit of
mutual support and devotion to community by the citizens are sources of the city’s livability.

We strived to edit this City Guide of Honjo in order to convey these advantages the city has through the viewpoints of our citizens. We
would appreciate it if more people could see the city as it really is. We are looking forward to seeing you in Honjo.
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Assembly

The assembly has been working on
improvement of its functions including
inspection of administrative work under the
control of standing committees, training for
members of the assembly, and setting up
special committees. In addition, along with a
reduction of the allotted number of assembly
seats, the assembly is making efforts to
become more open to the citizens through %
reforming the assembly PR newsletters and 2
voluntarily disclosing information about the £

o

assembly.
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http://www.city.honjo.lg.jp/
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